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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
Lapidar is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. Lapidar is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss, Alpine herbs, whose books 
are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. Lapidar acts favorably in cases of gout, 
skin diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very bene- 
ficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the 
recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of regular Lapidar $2.50 per 
box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or stomach troubles or weak heart 
and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for Special Lapidar mentioning nature of ailment. 
Price $2.85 per box. 

Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 


John P. Beuth 


105 N. Williams St., Moberly, Mo. 
Plumbing, Steam, Hot Water and Warm Air Heating 








Institutional work a specialty 





Watch the date on your magazine! It indicates the month and 
the year to which your subscription is paid. If it reads ‘Jan. 32” 
your subscription expired with the Jan. 1932 issue; if ‘‘Feb. 32,’ it 
expires with this issue. If your remittance reaches us 10 days or so 
before the magazine goes forward we will probably be unable to change 
the date on that issue; but the advanced date to which your subscrip- 
tion is paid will appear on the following number. 


We must warn our kind readers not to send money in coins or 
bills placed loose in letters, as it is decidedly unsafe. Whenever pos- 
sible, send remittance by Money Order, Check or Draft made payable 
to Mother M. Dolorosa. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 


Subscription Price, per year $1.00 Canada, Ireland & England $1.25 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 


ATTRACTIVE PREMIUMS 
Given for New Subscriptions to ‘“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 





For Five NEW Subscriptions, 
Paid in Advance: — 


An excellent, imported Real Ebony Crucifix, 
oxidized corpus, beveled edges; light in 
weight. Can easily be held by a sick person, 
or may be hung on the wall. Size 7% in. OR: 

The Golden Book — a complete prayer-book 
of the Blessed Virgin, with. the treatise of Bl. de 
Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary.’’ Bound 
in American Morocco leather, red burnished 
edges. Size 3%x5% in. 


For Four NEW Subscriptions 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children — a child’s complete 
prayer-book of 160 pages. Bound either in black pin American.Seal, 
Morocco grain leather, red under gold edge, stamped in genuine gold 
on front, OR in white seal grain imitation leather, red under gold 
on front. OR: — 

Catholic’s Pocket Manual— a complete manual of prayers and 
devotions. Also contains the Epistles and Gospels for Sundays and 
Feast Days. Genuine leather, gilt edge. 


For Three NEW Subscriptions 
A silver oxidized Medallion of the Sacred Heart OR of the Blessed 
Virgin. The emblem is mounted on a genuine Algerian onyx back- 
ground with easel to stand. Size 2%x«1%in. OR: — 
A black cocoa Rosary on a durable silver-plated chain. 


For Two NEW Subscriptions 

An imported French gray metal Shield of the Sacred Heart, 3% x 
3% in. The attractive figure of the Sacred Heart in relief, surrounded 
by the words: “I will bless every place where a picture of My Heart 
shall be exposed and honored,” makes it a pleasing gift. OR: — 

Placard of Our Suffering Savior OR of the Dolorous Mother. A 
beautiful celluloid-covered picture 44% x 6% in. with easel. Will bring 
an atmosphere of devotion into any of your rooms. : 


For One NEW Subscription 
Manual of Prayers — contains Mass prayers, Confession and Com- 
munion devotions, the Epistles and Gospels for Sundays and Feast 
Days, and other prayers. Cloth binding, red edges, 144 pages. OR: — 
From Olivet to Calvary — a booklet of touching reflections on Our 
Lord’s Passion. Ideally suited for Lenten devotions. 








St. Jude Statues 6 inch for 3 new subscriptions 
Ivory finish 8 inch for 7 new subscriptions 
12 inch for 15 new subscriptions 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





The Offering of the Child Jesus in the Temple 


On the Feast of the Purification or Candlemas Day, we behold the Child 
in the arms of His Mother, and already she brings Him to the temple as an 
offering. On this feast, the Church sings: “Today the Blessed Virgin Mary 
offered the Child Jesus in the temple, and Simeon, filled with the Holy Ghost, 
took Him into his arms and blessed God.” 

This feast is in the first place a feast of our Lord; only in the second place 
is it a feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It ranks among the greatest Christmas 
feasts: The Nativity of Our Lord, Epiphany and Candlemas. We can perceive 
a marked progress in these festivals, both in the symbol of light, as well as in 


the participation of mankind in the manifestation of God. 


At Christmas, “the Light shineth in darkness,” and few there are who receive 
it,— the Mother and the shepherds standing at the crib. At Epiphany, the 
“Light” shines upon Jerusalem, the Church, ‘‘the glory of the Lord is risen upor 
Jerusalem,” and the Gentiles hasten out of darkness to the city of light. Today, 
Candlemas, the light is in our hands; we carry it in procession, and light takes 
an important part in the liturgy of the Holy Mass on this feast. Today, the 
Church, adorned as a bride, goes forth to meet the Lord, and “full of longing 
takes the (incarnate) Mercy into her arms.” Candlemas is the closing feast 
of the Christmas cycle. 






























































Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. 
Francis Gilfillan, D.D., Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 
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The Feast of the Purification 


February 2d 





MY HIS feast has been celebrated in the Catholic Church 
ma for more than thirteen centuries. It was introduced in 
the West by Pope Gelasius to restrain the Christians 
from taking part in the shameful celebrations of the 
heathens which at that time usually took place in the 
month of February. This feast is to remind us of a twofold mystery 
of our holy religion, — the purification of the Blessed Virgin eed 
and the offering she made of Jesus in the temple. 

According to her ancestry, the Blessed Virgin Mary belonged to 
the Jewish race. In the Old Law, God commanded the Jews, through 
Moses, that every woman who had brought forth a child should be 
looked upon as unclean until she had been declared purified by the 
priest. This time lasted after the birth of a boy, forty days, but after 
the birth of a girl, eighty days from the day of birth. At the expiration 
of this time, the mother, who till then had not been allowed to ap- 
pear in public, had to present herself in the temple. If she could 
afford it, she was required to bring a lamb as an offering, but if 
she were poor, two young pigeons or turtledoves. The offering being 
completed, the mother was declared pure and again restored to her 
former religious rights. By this command God wished to make 
known to the Jews that descendants of Adam were stained by sin 
from their birth and could be purified only by the sacrifice of 
His Son. 

There was another commandment in connection with this one, 
which required that every first-born should be offered to the Lord in 
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the temple and ransomed by the payment of a certain sum of money. 
God thereby wished to remind the Jews that they and their children 
were subject to original sin because of the curse He had uttered 
against our first parents, but that they were to be redeemed by the 
price of the Blood of His only-begotten Son. At the same time He 
wished to remind them that He had delivered from death the first- 
born of the Jews while they were in exile in Egypt. 

Mary, who always rejoiced to follow the will of God precisely, 
willingly submitted to this law after she had brought forth her Divine 
Child. She would have been exempt, for she had conceived the Son 
of God by the Holy Ghost and was a virgin before and after His 
birth; nevertheless, she wished to practice the virtues of humility 
and obedience, and, like her Divine Son, to be like unto men in 
all things, sin excepted. 

Virtues 

We behold here in Mary one of the principal traits of humility. 
The humble person is content with doing the good pleasure of God; 
he desires no preference; he loves to be hidden. The proud person, 
on the contrary, likes to exalt himself above others, wishes to be 
better than others, to excel all others, to be admired by others. 

We likewise behold in Mary the beautiful virtue of obedience. 
“God wills it,” was the guiding principle of her life. Oh, that the 
will of God, His holy commandments, were likewise ever before us! 
Mary, the gracious virgin, accordingly appeared in the temple; and 
because she was poor, and the mother of a Child who wished to 
be born, to live and to die in poverty, she offered two turtledoves. 
Poverty must be something sublime, since Jesus and Mary loved it 
so much. Yes, such it is, truly; the poor who bear their lot with 
patience and resignation are loved by God; to these He has prom- 
ised the kingdom of heaven; but the rich who are attached to 
earthly things he has threatened with destruction. O Christian soul! 
love poverty and do not despise the poor, for they are God’s favorites. 


When Mary had consummated the offering of purification, she 


also placed her Child upon the altar for the pleasure and com- 
placency of God; she dedicated Him unreservedly to the Heavenly 
Father for the salvation of the world. Thereupon she paid the ransom 
and received the Child again from the hands of the priest, to pre- 
serve Him as a precious good entrusted to her, till the hour when 
the Heavenly Father would again demand Him from her so that 
He might die for the redemption of mankind. Do you, too, in spirit, 
place your heart in the hands of the Mother of God; beg of her 
most fervently to be your mother also, and to offer your heart to 
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God as a complete sacrifice. From the hands of our dear Lady, 
God will certainly not reject your heart. 


Sacrifice 

When Mary’s sacrifice had been completed, she was greeted by 
an aged man named Simeon, who was very pious and had with most 
ardent longing waited for the coming of the Redeemer. The Holy 
Ghost had revealed to him that he should not die until he had seen 
the Savior. Simeon took the Divine Child from the arms of His 
Mother, blessed God, and intoned the beautiful canticle: “Now Thou 
dost dismiss Thy servant, O Lord, according to Thy word, in peace: 
because my eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 
before the face of all peoples, a light to the revelation of the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke ii. 29-32). There- 
upon, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, he turned to Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus, and said: “Behold, this Child is set for the fall and for 
the resurrection of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be 
contradicted; and thy own soul a sword shall pierce, that out of 
many hearts thoughts may be revealed” (Luke ii. 34, 35). 

Hardly had the aged Simeon spoken these painful words to 
Mary when a woman far advanced in years, the pious widow Anna, 
likewise came forward, took the Child in her arms, and looking up 
to heaven, thanked God for the grace of having seen the Savior. 

Light 

In remembrance of the words of holy Simeon that Jesus is a 
light to the revelation of the Gentiles, wax candles are blessed on this 
feast and lighted candles carried in procession. The wax candle is 
a beautiful symbol of our Divine Savior. The white wax signifies 
the purest Flesh of the manhood of Jesus Christ, which is the fruit 
of the virginal body of the Blessed Virgin Mary, just as the wax 
is the fruit of the virgin bee. The wick typifies the Soul of Jesus. 
The light signifies the Divinity of Jesus, who calls Himself the light 
of the world because of His teachings and His example; who wishes 
to enlighten all mankind and whom all should follow; who loves all 
men and wishes to inflame their hearts with the fire of His love; 
who, as a candle, consumed Himself for us upon the Cross. 

The light also symbolizes the life of every Christian. You, 
too, Christian soul, should be a clear, shining light, by truth, up- 
rightness and a pious life; you should be an example to your 
fellowmen and consume yourself like a candle, as it were, in the 
service of God and your neighbor. Then Jesus, the eternal light, 
will one day shine for you in heaven; you will see Him face to 
face and reign with Him forever in heaven, the kingdom of light. 
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Candlemas Day at the Vatican 





@ N Rome there exists a beautiful custom in connection with the obser- 
@ vance of the Feast of the Purification, or Candlemas Day. On this 
day, all the large churches, religious Orders, colleges, etc., present 
to the Holy Father a giant candle, beautifully ornamented with sym- 
bolic figures in rich designs and colors. Three by three, those who 
are to present the candles approach the throne on which the Pope is seated, 
genuflect, kiss the foot of the Holy Father, and at the moment of handing over 
the candle to him, kiss also his ring. 

The Holy Father shows himself very gracious and condescending on these 
occasions. He usually addresses a few cordial words to each group and then 
gives them his blessing. Toward the sick especially his solicitude is extended, 
and he frequently inquires of the heads of institutions whether there are any sick 
among their numbers. If they answer in the affirmative, he expresses his sympathy 
for those afflicted, and imparts His blessing for them especially. 

The accompanying picture shows several groups with their festive candles, 
preparatory to presenting them to the Holy Father. The elderly priest in black 
cassock, at the left of the picture, is the Reverend Procurator of the “Germanico,” 
the German-Hungarian College for students aspiring to the holy priesthood, con- 
ducted by the Jesuit Fathers in Rome. He is attended by two students of his 
institute, the colorful red of whose costumes especially attracted the notice of 
the Pope. At the extreme right and left of the picture are Swiss guards, in their 
ornate uniforms. 
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Jesus in the Holy Eucharist— Our Hope 





MY HE devotion which God now sends to succor His Church 
m4 is devotion to the Most Holy Eucharist. — These prophetic 
words, spoken by the illustrious Pope Leo XIII at the 
beginning of our century, are finding their fulfillment 
not only in the ever-increasing faith evinced by. individual 
Catholics in our Eucharistic Lord, but also in the many magnificent 
public celebrations held in His honor, in which whole cities, nations, 
yes, the entire Catholic world, unite to render Him homage as the 
sovereign Lord of the universe, and as such, to supplicate His help 
in the afflictions and needs of mankind. 

Our present gloriously reigning Pontiff, Pope Pius XI, gave a 
new impetus to devotion to our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament by the 
institution of the feast of His Kingship, which each year since its 
institution has been marked by an increased intensity of devotion, 
like a rising dawn gradually brightening unto perfect day. The world 
at large may seek to ignore that Jesus Christ is the true Ruler of men, 
and that He dwells in our midst under the Eucharistic veils; but in 
vain will be its efforts to maintain itself in peace and harmony so 
long as it exalts mammon upon the throne which rightfully belongs 
to Christ, the Prince of peace, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 
Yes, in vain will be its efforts to dethrone Christ so long as Catholics 
fearlessly proclaim Him as their Lord and Master, and shrink not 
from openly professing their faith in His Real Presence in the Holy 
Eucharist. 

The magnificent homage paid to our Divine King on the latest 
feast of His Kingship must indeed have consoled Him after the many 
daring attempts of the godless during the past year to banish Him 
from society. In numberless Catholic churches throughout the world, 
the Most Blessed Sacrament was exposed from early morning till the 
shades of night had fallen, and a steady concourse of adorers knelt 
at the feet of our Eucharistic Lord to pour out praises and thanks- 
givings, and to implore Him to assist the needy and afflicted and to 
restore tranquillity to a world writhing beneath the heel of anarchism. 
In some dioceses the Blessed Sacrament was exposed in all the churches 
by order of the Bishop, acting upon the desires of the Holy Father, 
and special ceremonies were conducted to petition God’s mercy and 
blessing. 


Urged to Invoke Help through the Holy Eucharist 


Among the latter, the Diocese of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, de- 
serves special mention. In his pastoral letter to the priests and people 
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of the diocese, urging that the feast be observed with special solemnity, 
the Bishop, Rt. Rev. Hugh C. Boyle, gave expression to the sentiments 
which ought to characterize the celebration of this feast: “The rev- 
erence and worship of the Divine personality of Christ, the effort to 
bring into the world of human affairs the ordinances which He has left 
us, and to supplant the spirit of greed with the spirit of brotherly 
affection and of consideration for the common weal, will be a healing 
balm for the hurts from which we suffer and a testimony to our faith 
in His Divinity.” The letter continues: “I therefore ask priests to 
expose the Blessed Sacrament before the earliest Mass on the Feast 
and to end the exposition with a procession in the evening, and Bene- 
diction. They will urge all their people, and especially the men of 
their parishes, to visit the church during the day and to join the 
procession in the evening, imploring Almighty God that we be freed 
from the threat of peril and tragedy and from the great needs which 
afflict us.” 


Admirable Proofs of Eucharistic Devotion 


Clergy and laity responded whole-heartedly to this appeal. The 
Blessed: Sacrament was exposed throughout the day in the more than 
four hundred churches and chapels of the diocese, and in most instances 
the churches were filled with worshippers during the entire day. In 
some parishes, a triduum was conducted in preparation for the Feast, 
and the number of Holy Communions on the Feast itself compared 
favorably with that of the great feasts of Christmas and Easter. In 
many of the churches, members of the Holy Name Society acted as 
a Guard of Honor to the Blessed Sacrament throughout the time of 
exposition, succeeding one another in groups in their vigil, so that at 
no moment of the day was our Lord left without a body of adorers. Rev. 
James M. Delaney, the Diocesan Spiritual Director of the Holy Name 
Society, working through the district and parish Spiritual Directors, 
had arranged the plans which resulted in such an inspiring response 
from the members of the Society, as well as from the people in general. 
Rev. Father Delaney has always insisted that without prayer the most 
skillful arrangements and most intense efforts can never achieve real. 
success, and for this reason much stress was laid on offering special 
prayers in preparation for the Feast. 

Untiring in their devotion, men, women and children visited the 
churches throughout the day, there to spend some time before the 
Holy of holies in adoring the Divine Majesty and supplicating the 
Divine Mercy. In this manner, more than 500,000 persons had, by 
the close of the Feast, crossed the threshold of one or more of the 


churches where the Divine King was holding court. Even non-Catholics, 
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edified by the devotion of their Catholic friends, were attracted to 
visit the churches and participate in the services as far as possible. 
Unable to grasp the true significance of the occasion, but realizing 
dimly that here was a Power able to come to the aid of an otherwise 
helpless world, they entered diffidently, stole into a rear pew, and 
united with their Catholic friends in prayer. Sometimes the priests 
led the congregation in reciting the Rosary and the Litanies aloud; 
at other times, all was silent as each heart poured out its own sen- 
timents and offered its own prayers and petitions. 


A Touchingly Impressive Act of Faith 


A touchingly impressive demonstration of faith took place in one 
of the churches, where the adorers, with arms outstretched towards 
the Blessed Sacrament, implored the Divine assistance in the great 
needs of the day. The sight of hundreds of persons, pleading with 
outstretched arms to their Divine Master that He might hear their 
prayers, was one that touched the hearts of all, and must, above all, 
have moved the tender Savior-Heart upon the altar to grant the petitions 
which were so earnestly presented to Him. 

For the closing services in the evening, the churches were again 
thronged with people. The Holy Name men were present in a body. 
Congregational hymns were sung; the Rosary was recited, followed 
by a sermon; and finally, processions with the Blessed Sacrament 
were held, in which only men participated, each bearing a lighted 
candle in his hand. Hearts thrilled as the strains of the “Pange 
Lingua” rose heavenward, borne aloft on the fragrant clouds of incense 
which filled the church, and which, long after their sound had grown 
inaudible to human ears, must have been echoed and re-echoed by 
the throngs of angels who ever attend upon their Lord in the Blessed 
Eucharist. Finally, Benediction was given, and as the Sacred Host 
was placed again in the seclusion of the tabernacle, the great hymn 
of thanksgiving, “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name,” arose exultantly 
from thousands of hearts. 

This Eucharistic celebration recalled to the people of the diocese 
the magnificent tribute which they had been privileged to pay to our 
Sacramental Lord the year previously at Forbes Field in which more 
than a hundred thousand men participated. This year the number 
of persons participating swelled to five times that number, due, in 
great measure, no doubt, to the altered character of the celebration; 
yet the fervor shown on the latter occasion was doubtless also in great 
part the fruit of the tremendous demonstration of faith of the pre- 
ceding year. 

In the face of such expressions of faith in the Holy Eucharist, 
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must not an unbelieving world eventually interrupt its orgies before 
the god of pleasure and be drawn, in spite of itself, to unite in the 
worship and praise of the one supreme Sovereign, who veils His majesty 
beneath the humble species of bread? May all Catholics, by their 
lively and steadfast faith, hasten the day when all the nations of 
earth shall unite in the triumphal cry: Christ conquers, Christ reigns, 
Christ rules, King of kings, our King, our Hope! 





Good Will 


A Joyful Message,* Continued 





Of the Rise and Decline of a Good Will 


or not we are of a good will. The good will, lo! that 
is the good man! Where there is a good will, there 
man is honorable, great and godlike in the eyes of all 
humanity. “But,” many a one inquires anxiously, “can 
I, too, have this good will? And if I really acquire it, shall I not 
lose it again?” 

The question whether every man can always be of a good will 
is not an idle question. Many a man who is wholly steeped in 
hatred, obstinacy or sensuality, declares in dark despair that it is 
simply impossible for him to have a good will. But this only he 
can say with full right whose heart has stopped beating, — only he 
who is counted among the dead, the doubly dead, the eternally lost; 
these alone can no longer have a good will in eternity.. But to 
every person who still breathes upon this earth, though he be ever 
so depraved, this self-despair is but a fatal illusion, a more or less 
willful self-illusion, a hypnosis into which the wicked one tries to 
lull people and into which man often permits himself to be lulled. 

With the grace of God, every man of sound mind, even though 
he may not at all times outwardly do what is good, can nevertheless 
always interiorly and honestly will the good. All else in us can 
be forced and bound, except this one thing — our will. “Man is 
free, even if he were born in chains!” Though ancient paganism 
may have forced many a Christian, under torture of fire, to unclench 
his hand and drop a grain of incense into the fire burning before an 
idol, yet it could not hinder the soul from sending up to Christ at 





*By the learned and devout Rt. Rev. Boniface Woehrmueller, 
O.S.B., Abbot of the Benedictine St. Boniface Abbey, Munich, Bavaria. 
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from us the liberty of at least willing what is good; that is the 
deepest and most beautiful sense of the word, in which it is placed 
before us as a holy prerogative of man, as a faculty of his ascendency 
over irrational beings, not by our religion only, but by our own 
conviction as well, — the most beautiful sense of the word: “Liberty 
of will.” 

But where, either through long-continued trouble or a passing 
hindrance to his spiritual life, a man’s will, by way of exception, 
has suffered the loss of its liberty, we certainly need have no fear 
for a person thus indisposed. A sin, especially a mortal sin; no one 
who is deprived of the full possession of free will can ever commit. 


A Spark of Good Will in Every Soul 


As for the rest, however, the human will has not merely the 
ability and the liberty to will the good, but has even a pronounced 
innate inclination thereto. We are all, at least in a broad sense, 
children of God, and God, our Father, is Good Will itself in the 
purest and highest sense, in its most beautiful and powerful personi- 
fication. As Good Will, He fills heaven and earth, and therefore 
He has also placed a fragment of good will in the heart of every 
man. The word that man has been created by God according to His 
image and likeness finds its best confirmation not in the genius, not 
in the beauty nor in the power of individual persons, but in the small 
particle of good will which is or was found in the heart of every 
man. There is certainly no man, uncouth and wicked though he may 
have become in time, who never in his life bore within himself a 
spark of good will. At least as a child everyone has had some good 
will, and that is also the reason why God loves little children: the 
great good will in the Heart of God and the little good will in the 
heart of the child attract each other. 


Seven Guardians of Good Will 


But God is not content with having merely created man to His 
own image and likeness; He wishes to make this image more like 
unto Himself by grace. Our Savior waters with the dew of His 
Precious Blood, and the Holy Ghost fosters with the gentle breeze of 
His grace, the tender plant of good will which the Creator has im- 
planted in the heart of man. The Holy Trinity has appointed seven ° 
servants, seven angels, to guard the good will of man: the seven 
sacraments. Baptism transplants the natural good will into the more 
fruitful soil of the supernatural, and ennobles it through the godly 
shoot of grace. And in the course of time one after another of 
the seven sacraments is added: Penance, Holy Communion, Con- 
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firmation, Extreme Unction, and the other sacraments, all of which 
have but one aim: to save the little heavenly plant of good will from 
withering away in the desert of this earthly life, and to preserve its 
blossom so that it may once sweeten the hour of death with its 
fragrance. 

Especially is this true of the holy mysteries of penance and the 
Eucharist. We are often asked, and we often ask ourselves: “Why 
do you approach the holy sacraments of confession and Communion 
so frequently, since you do not make any progress or become notice- 
ably better, not to say anything of ‘becoming holy’?” This, in truth, 
has never been promised us. Nowhere do we read that the sacrament 
of penance must make us better exteriorly; only this do we learn from 
our catechism, that this sacrament restores sanctifying grace, strength- 
ens or increases it in our soul. Now, sanctifying grace is nothing 
else than holy love, and holy love is nothing else than a festive name 
for the simple good will which the Spirit of God has placed in our 
hearts. This, then, is what is promised us, that by confession and 
Communion our good will will be ever more strengthened, moistened 
and refreshed; and no one can truthfully say that holy confession, well 
and frequently made, does not redeeem this promise. 

Even if frequent confession should effect nothing else, even if 
it does not make us meek, humble and unselfish as our fellow creatures 
would have us and as we ourselves should like to be, — even if it 
effects only this one thing, that at least the good will does not die 
in our soul, then we need not become discouraged, need not become 
disquieted nor look about for new methods of self-training, for new 
remedies and books and confessors: our confessions will have truly 
accomplished enough, and God be praised for this work of His grace. 
Yes, for all eternity, joyful because of the frequently unnoticed fruits 
of the reception of the sacraments, we shall thank God for our many 
confessions and Communions. But even here on earth let us not be 
ungrateful for the effects of God’s grace; let us adore the Eternal 
who works in our soul in an invisible and simple manner, but not 
at all fruitlessly nor ineffectually. 


Man’s Adversary Seeks to Rob Him of His Good Will 


God has done His part in giving us good will. But, to be sure, 
if we do have a good will now, we may ever and again lose it. Some 
time ago, a spiritual writer, in a noted essay on the subject of the 
power and significance of the good will, wrote these optimistic words: 
“With the grace of God you will always have a good will.” But, 
alas, this saying is not true; else Christ our Lord would not have 
had to weep over Jerusalem and over mankind. This is just the tragedy 
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of humanity, that despite the grace of God, man is not always of a 
good will. Man’s freedom of will is like a high folding-door which 
opens both ways, — inwardly toward the light, but also outwardly 
toward the darkness; inwardly to the good will, but also outwardly 
to the bad will. 

It is through this very door that the spirit of darkness enters 
into man and tries to rob him of his good will. What other booty 
can the spirit of the deep get on earth than here and there to steal 
the good will out of the heart of man and leave in its stead his own 
will, the bad will, of which he has become the personification. There- 
fore, “Brethren, be sober and watch: because your adversary the devil 
goeth about!” (1 Peter, v. 8.) 

And again, there may be some passion which makes itself master 
of the heart of man, expelling the good will and taking up its abode 
therein. Hatred or sensuality, avarice or untruthfulness in this way 
insinuate themselves where the good will ought to be, and then take 
advantage of the discouragement and despair of man to establish 
themselves permanently. Oftentimes a heated and protracted conflict 
between good will and passion precedes the final issue of disgraceful 
cowardice and discouragement. 

Even a single mortal sin is sufficient to destroy the good will of 
man and extinguish it like a candle light. The world indeed believes 
and not seldom remarks that a man, in spite of mortal sin, still has 
a good will. Nevertheless, like “yes” and “no,” like day and night, 
is the difference between the good will and the clearly comprehended 
and deliberate mortal sin. The will is good when it desires what 
is good; it sins when it desires what is evil. Therefore it is not 
possible that anyone can sin grievously and at the same time have a 
good will. If the world still falsely believes to be able to unite the 
two, it either does not know what the word “mortal sin” means, or 
what the word “good will” signifies. As soon as a person not only 
commits a forbidden act, as soon as he not only falls a prey to some 
irresistible interior or exterior force, but with clearness and delibera- 
tion commits a grievous sin, his good will is renounced and betrayed; 
then the Divine spark, by which all the other candles in the sanctuary 
of our soul, all the other virtues and good works are ignited, is 
swallowed up in darkness. Yet perhaps not swallowed up forever. 
As long as the eternal night has not set, the grace of God is ready 
to re-enter our souls and rekindle the extinguished lamp of our good 
will. If only we do not banish it again, the light of God will soon 
burn within us anew. 
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‘“‘The Golden Opportunity’’ 


§ EAR readers, as announced in our January issue, it has 
been possible to resume work on our Adoration 
Church after work had been suspended for one full 
year. It is the enthusiasm with which our friends 
responded to the “‘“Golden Opportunity’ that has en- 
abled us to continue the building. At first the time for the 
expiration of these documents was set for December 8th, but 
many have requested us to extend the time. Acceding to these 
requests, we shall continue to accept donations through the 
“Golden Opportunity’’ documents until August 15, 1932. By 
that time, with God's help, the altar will have been completed 
and it will then be necessary to seal the names therein. 

‘Surely God will protect and bless with a happy death those 
whose names rest continually beneath the monstrance wherein 
Jesus our Savior is constantly adored,”’ writes one subscriber. 
Truly, those names within that sacred consecrated altar will be 
a constant silent petition for grace to the loving Heart of Jesus, 
living, beating in the Sacred Host, longing to impart to all the 
treasures of His mercy. Prayer is what we all need in these 
troubled times; and everything that can draw down upon us the 
grace of God should be eagerly seized. 

A mother from Ontario, Canada fully grasped this when 
she wrote: “I am sending a small offering from a wee boy five 
years old. This was a gift to him on the day of his baptism. | 
have often wondered how I could invest this for him. Our good 
Lord has guided me to make this as the wisest of all investments 
for my little son... 1 therefore send his $5.00 gold piece as a 
gift from him to our Eucharistic Lord, trusting that his life may 
be given for the glory of God in the holy priesthood, or to serve 
God in whatever manner is most pleasing to Him.” 

Yes, many of our dear friends have considered this the 
wisest investment for time and eternity. They have grasped the 
“golden opportunity’ of mining gold for heaven and obtaining 
blessings on earth. 

A lady from Chicago secured 257 names to send to us, with 
an offering of 25 cents for each; another, from Philadelphia. 
170 names; and another, from Illinois, 124 names. Nor have 
the men been idle in soliciting their friends and acquaintances. 
One dear old gentleman from New York secured 104 names, 
and another, 61 names. A choir master interested his pupils 
and sent one list of 33 names and another of 20 names. Many 
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other smaller numbers have been received, and we thank all who 
have so generously undertaken the task of soliciting, which is 
ordinarily an unpleasant one. In this instance, however, our Lord 
seems to have prepared the way, for our friends tell us that all 
whom they solicited gave readily and gladly. 

For the edification and encouragement of our readers, we 
again select some extracts of letters chosen at random from 
among our daily mail, in the hope that these shining examples 
will prove a stimulus to others who have thus far hesitated in 
putting a hand to the task. 

A lady from Wisconsin, sending in 58 names, writes: ‘‘An oppor- 
tunity like this comes but once in a lifetime. It is so encouraging to 
feel that you dear Sisters pray for us. We need the prayers so much 
to keep courage in our temptations in the world. I also want to tell 
you that your magazine is the most inspiring little book I’ve ever read 
and I hope the present times will never make me give it up.” 


All Welcome to Visit Our Adoration Chapel 
In the temporary Adoration Chapel at Mundelein, Illinois, 
holy adoration has been kept unceasingly before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed since June 7, 1928. Holy Mass is at 6:30 
A.M., with Benediction immediately after; Benediction is again 


given at 4:15 P.M. All are welcome. 

“I suggested driving with friends to your temporary Chapel at 
Mundelein,” writes a lady from Chicago, “to give thanks to our Eu- 
charistic King for all the graces and blessings that had been bestowed 
upon us... Never shall I forget that visit. The solemn hush that 
fell upon us as we opened the door that gave entrance into the pres- 
ence of the King of kings! The sight of the two spouses of Christ 
kneeling there so deep in communion with their beloved Master that 
they were oblivious of our presence! Those few minutes of adoration 
meant much to me, who am a convert to the Faith. Never had I 
realized the depth of devotion merited by that unceasing vigil. I 
could readily realize how you have given your very all to be His 
handmaids, enjoying the sanctity of His presence. Then came the 


‘Golden Opportunity.’.. Please send me another document; I will 
try to help the good work along.” 
Favors Obtained 


Michigan: “This is a long time after receiving your ‘Golden Op- 
portunity,’ but it’s the same complaint: No work. But today as I read 
the letter again, I made a pledge that if they would send for my hus- 
band to go back to work, I would sacrifice on anything just to be able 
to get some names to send in. While my thoughts were still on how I 
could do this, we received a phone call for my husband to go to work. 
Thanks to the Sacred Heart and our Blessed Mother!”’ 

Nebraska: ‘‘We were in danger of losing our hard earned savings 
of years through a personal loan. After promising a certain sum of 
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These documents will be carefully pre- 
served and placed beneath the exposition 
throne of the permanent Altar of Exposi- 
tion. There they will remain day and 
night, as the adorers pray, as year succeeds 
year, as long as the Adoration sanctuary 
stands. Yes, there you will be remembered 
at the throne of grace long after you have 
passed into eternity. 

Those who make an offering of $10.00, 
or who secure an offering of this amount 
(for 40 names), will have their names in- 
scribed in a “Golden Book,’’ to be sealed 
on the day the Adoration Church is con- 
secrated and remain always on the altar 
of Exposition. 

All benefactors share in the unceasing 
prayers offered in this Adoration Church; 
departed persons also will benefit thereby. 


“A house of prayer is a fountain in 
the midst of the garden of the Church, 
drawing ceaseless streams of grace from 
the Savior’s inexhaustible Fountains. 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the 
Giver of all good gifts, but as a necessary 
condition for bestowing these gifts He 
requires that they be asked of Him through 
prayer. 

A friend writes: “My heart is in your 
undertaking. If our Savior is good enough 
to dwell with us, we ought to do all in 
our power to make a fitting dwelling place 
for ‘Him. Your Order can do much to 
repair the neglect (which is so apparent 
everywhere) toward Our Savior in the 
Blessed Sacrament. He even seems to be 
neglected in places where people have easy 
access to the Church — even there He is 
frequently without an adorer.”’ 


Imprimatur: 


Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D.D. 
Bishop of St. Joseph 


His Eminence George Cardinal Mundelein, D.D. 
Archbishop of Chicago 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


SUSI SOU G7 





Behold the Sacred Host! It is the ocean fu 
of grace and mercy fi 


Your Golden Opp« 
to help complete 


Adoration Church of Our Hadp of tl 
Mundelein, Iilinoi 


Commenced June 13, 1930. Corners 
Work suspended for lack of funds, Janu 
is a Memorial of the 28th International E 
Chicago in 1926. Three-fourths of the mone 
in the structure; the marble high altar of e 
have been donated; also the Stations. Ab 
for plastering, flooring and interior furnis 

We are pleading with the Blessed Vin 
an enrollment of 500,000 names by the 
August 15th, with an offering of 25 cts. for 
would obtain 5 or 10 names, this coul 
The Adoration Chapel could then ge cont 
out delay. { 

Then the Feast of the Kingshiy) Octol 
the King of Love reigning on His new thre 
humble little altar in the present temporai 





Ee eer eo enclosed. 


From: Name: .....2......-.----------- 


CS eee his ier 





the ocean from which all God's gifts 
and mercy flow. 


yn Opportunity 
complete the 


Badyp of the Blessed Sacrament 
lcin, Fllinois 


). Cornerstone laid Sept. 14, 1930. 
ands, January 1931. This sanctuary 
national Eucharistic Congress held in 
of the money to be expended is already 
1 altar of exposition, and 2 side altars 
tions. About $75,000 is still needed 
rior furnishing. 
Blessed Virgin Mary to secure for us 
es by the Feast of her Assumption, 
25 cts. for each name. /f each friend 
this could easily be accomplished. 
en \ continued and completed with- 


shiy|} October, 1932, would find Jesus 
is new throne, instead of on His poor, 
it temporary Chapel. 





Names 


Write below the names of your friends 
and loved ones, and return this document 
to us to be placed at the feet of Jesu 
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money for charitable purposes if successful in collecting the loan, and 
asking the prayers of the perpetual adorers, to our surprise, the man 
who seemed hardened toward us was willing to pay all. So we are 
enclosing $20.00, part of the amount promised, for the completion of 
the Adoration ChurcL at Mundelein. This donation is made in thanks. 
giving to the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus and Our Lady of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament.” “A couple from Nebraska.” 


“Relieving His Thirst for Souls’’ 

“I have received,’’ writes a lady from Missouri, ‘‘a clearer insight 
into the importance of erecting beautiful chapels where Jesus in the 
Sacrament of His Love is to be perpetually adored. Before, I had 
rather felt He might be as well pleased if we relieved Him in the 
person of His poor; now I see how this other way of relieving His 
thirst for souls by giving them to Him through these unceasing prayers 
of perpetual adoration, far exceeds giving Him through the poor.” 

Truly, these are noble sentiments; sentiments of a soul who 
realizes that Jesus in the Holy Eucharist is the Lord of heaven 
and earth, that He called the Magi to bring Him rich gifts as well 
as He called the poor shepherds. ‘“‘The best is none too good 
for God,” was a saying of that lover of the Eucharist, Blessed 


Peter Eymard. 


Documents and Lists Gladly Furnished 


The holy season of Lent again presents many opportunities 
for denying ourselves for love of our Suffering Savior, and we 
trust that the fruits of many of these acts of self-denial may find 
their way to this unfinished Eucharistic sanctuary, there to prepare 
the way for the unceasing acts of adoration and reparation which 
will be offered up therein upon its completion. If everyone who 
reads this article would assume the responsibility of obtaining at 
least ten names, with an offering of 25 cents for each, we could 
be assured that the building would go on without further delay, 
so that our dear Lord might be enthroned in His new sanctuary 
by the Feast of Christ the King in October. 

Additional documents will gladly be sent to anyone who 
desires more. Perhaps at the outset you will think the space 
provided in the accompanying document is more than ample; 
yet, like many others who have made the same experience, you 
may find your enthusiasm carrying you up into the twenties and 
thirties after once you have made a start. And remember, those 
who secure forty names will have their own names entered in 
the “Golden Book,” to be sealed on the day of the dedication 
of the Adoration Sanctuary and kept ever on the altar. 

The high altar and many of the interior furnishings have 
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been fully donated, and what is needed most now is the money 
to defray the cost of plastering, flooring, etc. However, many 
of the pillars and mosaic pictures are still open to donations, and 
we will gladly furnish a list of the other articles required to those 
who would prefer to make their offering toward some special 
object. 
Mosaic Pictures 

It has been a great encouragement to us to note the interest 
shown in these pictures by our dear friends. The frontispiece, 
page 290, “The Presentation of the Divine Child in the Temple,” 
is one of the series. 


A 


The Child Mary is Presented in the Temple (Nov. p. 220) Se 

The Incarnation of the Word of God (Dec. p. 226) 

The Blessed Virgin Mary Visits Elizabeth (Dec. p. 239) 

Jesus is born in the stable of Bethlehem (Dec. p. 240) (Paid in full) 
The Adoration of the Magi (Jan. p. 258) 

The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple (See p. 290 of this issue.) 
The finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple IF? 2 

Our Risen Savior greets His Blessed Mother ; 

The Blessed Virgin bids farewell to earth hn / . 

The Blessed Virgin is received into heaven (Pledged in full) 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Our Spiritual “‘Sun’”’ 


What would we do in this world of ours, were it not for the 
warming, illuminating light of the sun? Both plant and animal life 
would soon become extinct, and hopeless desolation would reign. So 
it is, too, in the spiritual world. When through sin the doors of 
the soul are closed to the life-giving rays of the “Sun of Justice,” 
darkness and spiritual death ensue. Ah, what would have been the 
fate of the children of Adam, had not God sent His only-begotten 
Son to redeem us! And in His excessive goodness, this Savior deigns 
to dwell in our tabernacles till the end of time, to be our Light and 
our Life in our earthly exile. Shall we not keep close to Him, that 
the light of His grace may never be extinguished in our soul? Let 
us offer Him proofs of our grateful affection by surrounding His 
tabernacles with flaming lights, symbols of the light which we would 
have Him keep burning in our soul. He will, in return, increase 
our faith, so that the trials of this life may become more endurable 
to us. Yes, in return for such loving attention on the part of His 
children, He not infrequently lifts the burdens which oppress them. 

Many candles burn constantly before the Blessed Sacrament 
exposed in our Adoration Chapels both at Clyde and Mundelein. 
Singular favors, both spiritual and temporal, have been obtained by 
those who have helped to keep these lights burning. For an alms 
of 50¢, a large wax candle will be burned for a day and a night 
according to your intention; for $3.50, one week, and for $12.00, an 
entire month. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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‘The Wisest of All Investments’’ 


Christmas is the season of pleasant surprises. Among our 
much appreciated surprises of this Christmas was the following 
letter; which reached us on Christmas Eve: — 


Illinois: ““We are old readers of your inspiring magazine, 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ and we have followed with greatest 
interest your progress with the new church in Mundelein, and the 
brave efforts you have made in securing funds. We have been 
grieved and touched beyond words at the many difficulties you 
have had to encounter during this epoch of universal depression, 
when you have so much at heart the completion of this Eucharistic 
Sanctuary. It is a grand, a wonderful undertaking, which must 
be pleasing to Almighty God. 

“Not long ago, our whole family attended Benediction in 
the temporary chapel at Mundelein, and we were much 
impressed. Then we paid a visit to the new church, and as we 
walked through the edifice, we saw the marble columns with 
which it is to be adorned, a worthy dwelling for the King of kings. 
Quite a number of the pillars are marked as having little or 
no payment yet made, among them that of St. Ann, St. Joachim 
and St. Michael. The thought came to us, why not pay for one 
of these beautiful columns, and thus help those good Sisters 
who are struggling so hard and collecting funds little by little. 

“This is the object of our writing, dear Rev. Mother 
Superior and Rev. Sisters. As the lovely Christmas season is 
at hand, we would like to make an offering to the Infant 
Savior, by sending you the enclosed check of $1000.00 towards 
the pillars, especially toward St. Michael's pillar, providing it 
is still free to pay for. St. Michael is a powerful saint and 
protector, and we should be pleased to do this in his honor, 
to help the Adoration Church, and to assure St. Michael's 
protection for our spiritual and temporal needs. 

“‘We are only poor country folks, just moved here a-few 
years ago from the West, and by hard labor, and many a drop 
of sweat were able to lay this amount aside for a good cause. 
We feel we have much to be thankful for, because despite the 
hard times and the universal depressicn, all the members of 
our family have had steady work, and God has blessed us in 
so many ways, that we owe Him deep gratitude. If God 
continues to bless our family during the coming year, we hope 
to send more. Gladly we would send you 100 times more if 
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it were possible, in order that your cherished hope might soon 
be realized. 

“We beg to be remembered in prayer by you good Sisters, 
who are so privileged in your life of Perpetual Adoration. Pray 
for us, that each of us may fulfill the duties of the state of life 
to which God calls us. That each one of you may have a very 
happy and blessed Christmas, and all that can be for your 
happiness in the New Year, is the ardent wish and prayer of 
Very devoted and loyal friends of your holy Sisterhood.” 

Truly, this was a gift which rejoiced our hearts, principally 
because it was a gift for our Life and our Love, Jesus in the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, to whom we yearn to render all praise 
and honor. Perhaps the sacrificial example of these “‘poor 
country folks’ will animate other souls to imitation. Perhaps if 
they had invested these precious savings in stocks or bonds, they 
would have lost all in the present financial crisis. But with fore- 
sight they have made an investment which is secure for all 
eternity, and will draw upon them the heavenly “‘interest’’ of 
celestial joys through endless ages. 

For those interested, we list the names of the pillars and 
specify those still open to donations. These marble pillars are 
eighteen feet high and support the structure. Offerings of $150 
on these pillars will be most thankfully received. Such offerings 
may be made in installments, if desired. We shall be grateful 
for any amount, large or small, and shall gladly apply it to 
any pillar which you may select. Those with two asterisks have 
been paid or pledged in full; all others are open to donations. 

The Apostles and Evangelists Four Great Doctors of the Church 





1.**St. Peter 20. * St. Gregory the Great 
2. * St. Paul 21. * St. Jerome 
3. * St. John 22. St. Ambrose 
4. * St. Andrew 23.**St. Augustine 
- ee ie Gentes Other Saints — Lovers of 
7. St. James the Less the Eucharist 
8.* St. Bartholomew 24. * St. Benedict 
9. St. Matthew 25.**St. George 
10. St. Simon 26. * St. Thomas Aquinas 
11. * St. Jude Thaddeus 27. * St. John Vianney (Cure’ of Ars) 
12. * St. Thomas 28. * St. Boniface 
13. St. Matthias 29. * St. Patrick 
14. * St. Luke 30. * St. Paschal Baylon 
15. St. Mark $31. St. Stanislaus Kostka, 8.J. 
32.**BL Peter Julian Eymard 
33. * St. Scholastica 
34. * St. Gertrude 
16.**St. Joseph 35. * St. Teresa of Avila 
17. * St. John Baptist 36. * St. Margaret M. Alacoque 
18. St. Joachim 37.**8t. Michael 


19. St. Anne » 38. St. Gabriel 
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The Holy Season of Lent 


“By precepts taught of ages past, 
Now let us keep again the fast 
Which year by year, in order meet, 
Of forty days is made complete.” 
— Roman Breviary 





HE holy season of Lent is of such importance in the 
mind of the Church that she sets apart, as a preparation 
for it, the time from Septuagesima Sunday to Ash 
Wednesday. Holy Church will not begin Lent straight- 
way as she does Advent: she wishes rather that we 
should think of it beforehand, the better to profit by it when it 
comes. Hence it is that during the three weeks immediately preced- 
ing Lent there are significant modifications in the sacred Liturgy. 
The color of the Mass vestment, for instance, on Sundays and other 
days on which no feast day of a saint occurs, is purple, which is 
symbolical of penance. The Gloria in excelsis, a song of joy, is 
omitted from the Mass, as also the Alleluia. Evidently the Church 
wants to impress upon us that the great season of penance is approach- 
ing. She does not yet enforce the law of fasting, but little by little 
she leads us to it. 

Then comes the beautiful and impressive ceremony of Ash 
Wednesday. We are reminded by very grave words in the imposing 
of ashes that we are dust and unto dust we shall return. Out of 
the slime of the earth God formed man’s body in the beginning, and 
unto the slime, as to its own; our body will return at the end. Thus 
the thought of death is vividly brought to our mind. We remember 
the sentence passed against our first parents because of their sin, 
and, striking our breast, we acknowledge that we deserve the like 
punishment for our own failings. It is, then, the spirit of the 
Church that this twofold idea of sin and death should be constantly 
present to our minds during Lent. We have sinned, therefore we 
deserve death, and eternal death. 

But can we not turn away God’s wrath? Can we not stop His 
arm from striking us? We can, assuredly. And how? By doing 
penance. “I say to you: except you do penance you shall all like- 
wise perish.” Now, Lent is the time of penance, and let us all be 
careful to take advantage of this heavenly appointed time to weep 
over our sins and to do something toward the amendment of our life. 
All through Lent, the Church makes a strong appeal to her children 
to repent of their sins and to offer the Divine Justice some satis- 
faction for them. When an offense has been given, reparation must 
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be made. And have we not offended God? “If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” “My 
iniquities are multiplied above the hairs of my head.” Thus the 
duty of atonement by penance is binding upon us. That is why the 
Church during Lent takes up the words of St. Paul to the Athenians 
of old: “God now declareth unto men that all should everywhere 
do penance.” 
Fasting 

The means we are to use to do penance are pointed out to us 
by the Church. First, there is the law of fasting. All Catholics 
from the ages of twenty-one to sixty are bound to fast, unless they 
are excused by a just reason, such as weak health, and are dispensed 
by lawful authority. As fasting is the characteristic penance of 
Lent, it should take precedence over everything else. We gain more 
by fasting than by doing countless other things of our own choosing. 
Let those who fast—alas! they are few nowadays— keep before 
their eyes as their pattern the great example of Christ, our Lord, who 
fasted forty days in the wilderness. As for those who do not fast, 
can they not at least exclude from their diet certain otherwise lawful 
gratifications and superfluities in eating and drinking? 

Abstinence 

With the law of fasting, there is also that of abstinence on the 
Wednesdays and Fridays of Lent, besides the Saturday in Ember 
week and the morning of Holy Saturday. Abstaining from flesh 
meat on certain days can surely be done without any detriment to 
one’s health. We should, not, therefore, shrink from it and try to 
be excused. Let us rather take advantage of this excellent oppor- 
tunity of mortifying the flesh and curbing our wayward passions. 


Almseivi 
Almsgiving is another means of penance recommended especially 
to people who are unable to fast. Holy Scripture has striking 
utterances on the excellence of almsgiving: “Alms delivereth from 
death and purgeth away sin and maketh to find mercy and life 
everlasting.” 
Prayer and Meditation on the Passion 


Lastly, each and all should make of Lent a time of assiduous 
prayer and remembrance of Christ’s Passion. Retreats and missions 
are preached throughout the country during Lent. If we cannot take 
an active part in them, we can certainly pray for their greater 
success and add our prayers to the labors of our Catholic missionaries. 
The thought of Christ’s bitter Passion is most appropriate to this 
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season, for “He was wounded for our iniquities and bruised for our 
sins.” Lent being a time of penance and repentance, what can fill 
us with greater sorrow than the sight of Jesus suffering and dying 
for us? “All we like sheep have gone astray... and the Lord hath 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 

Christian soul, keep well in thy mind during Lent, and particu- 
larly during the last two weeks, Christ’s sufferings for thy sake. 
May the Cross sink deep into thy heart, that the storms of the world 
may not sweep it away. Let it be the pattern of thy actions and 
the standard wherewith thou shalt correctly judge the world. “The 
Cross has put its due value upon everything we see, upon all 
fortunes, all advantages, all ranks, all dignities, all pleasures. It 
has taught us how to live, how to use this world, what to expect, 
what to desire, what to hope. It is the tone into which all the 
strains of this world’s music are ultimately to be resolved.” — Newman. 





| The Way of the 
Cross 


Pray the Stations of the 
Cross daily, if possible, or 
at least weekly. This is an 
ideal devotion for Lent. 
You will then experience 
the profound truth of the 
words of the great philos- 
opher of the human heart, 
Thomas A’Kempis, in “The 
Following of Christ’’: ‘For 
there is no other way unto 
life and unto true inward 
peace, but the Way of the 
Cross and of daily morti- 
fication.” 





This picture shows the Sixth Station as portrayed in our vest 
pocket edition of ‘‘The Way of the Cross.’”’ This 64-page booklet con- 
tains a beautiful frontispiece of our Crucified Savior and pathetic views 
of the fourteen Stations, each accompanied by a short reflection and 
prayer, besides a Litany of the Passion and many beautiful prayers 
in honor of our Lord’s sufferings. Durable cover. Gilt title. Size 
3x5 in. Price 15¢ each. Postage extra. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Little Peter* 





Childish Delight in Nature 

ITTLE Peter is not a mythical character. Only a short 
time ago he was a living and charming reality. You 
could have seen him near St. Malo in the northwestern 
part of France, running along or playing joyfully at the 
seaside. About midsummer day, when the butterflies and - 
dragonflies began to sway to and fro in the warm and gentle breeze, 
Little Peter ran to his lonely heath and chased these light-winged, 
brilliant insects. He cared little whether the yellow pollen of the 
blossoms soiled his spotless white stockings. As a very earnest gatherer, 
he had only one wish, —to seize these graceful little victims at any 
price. When butterflies became more and more scarce, Little Peter 
left the fields and meadows and came to the seacoast. There at ebb- 
tide, when rocks and cliffs lay unconcealed before him, Little Peter 
went fishing. Crawfishes scurried away and sought shelter in the 
seaweed of the pools. But little barefooted Peter jumped into the 
water with a net in his hand, and soon one struggling little crawfish 
after another went into the light willow basket on Peter’s back. 

But life is not all a summer holiday. Little Peter worked also. 
In the fall when the harvest was gathered and the apples ripened, 
Peter put on his neat blue sailor suit, took his books under his arm 
and went to school to struggle with numbers, to read and to write, 
under the protection and in the company of his loved guardian angel. 


How Little Peter Came to Jesus 


About the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin, Peter 
was seven years old. Some days after Candlemas, a mission was held. 
As many prayers were needed, especially the prayers of little inno- 
cent children, in order to convert sinners, Peter was admitted to his 
First Holy Communion, and thenceforth every morning saw him 
approach the Sacred Banquet according to the decree and the wishes 
of the Holy Father. This was good seed which fell on good ground. 
The seed is Jesus Christ Himself, the Lord of the harvest, full of 
grace and truth. However, even this seed does not thrive equally 
well everywhere. Much ground is trampled down to hardness by the 
many useless and bad thoughts; much ground is not cultivated 
deeply enough and most is soon overgrown with thorns and thistles. 
The fruitful earth which brings forth fruit a hundredfold — where 
will the Divine Savior find it? Above all, with the little ones. 


*Translated from the German. 
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The Divine Savior loved His faithful apostles; yet He said to 
them: “Unless you become as little children, you shall not enter 
into the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. xviii. 3). Because He loved 
the little ones, He wanted to have them around Him. But there He 
had to contend with the apostles. Yes, Jesus, who was so meek, had 





**Suffer the little Children to come unto Me’’ (Mark, x. 14). 


to show Peter that He was displeased because he wanted to keep 
the little ones away from the Lord. The little brown Galileeans were 
doubtless quite talkative and noisy; nor did they pray long psalms 
or array themselves in their best clothes before going to Jesus. But 
Jesus was not so particular about all this as Peter was or as others 
might have been. He wanted the little ones near Him! How joyfully 
they came to Him and how they loved Him! 

Nineteen centuries had elapsed since then. Jesus, who sometimes 
slumbered in the barque of Peter, awoke and looked about for the 
children. They were no longer there! They had been driven away. 
Then the Lord spoke by the mouth of His representative and expressed 
His displeasure, and also His wish that they be no longer deteried 
from coming to Him. They should come every day, if at all possible. 

Thus our Little Peter also attended the mission. Yes, he even 
preached. Of course he did not enter the pulpit with surplice and 
stole, but he prayed and went to Holy Communion each day during 
the mission, and this sermon was more effective than the most beau- 
tiful discourse. He was so zealous that the smaller children, who 
are often very shrewd observers, elected him, at the close of the 
mission, secretary of their Communion League. 
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Secretary of the Communion League 


As secretary of the League, the child carried on an official 
correspondence with the missionary. In the beginning there were, of 
course, many mistakes in his letters, but they became ever fewer. They 
are set forth here, with the spelling somewhat amended, for the 
edification of the little ones of the world. 


Dear Father: S... April, 1912 


It is your little Peter who writes you and wishes to tell you 
that he has remembered you every day since the mission. When 
you were gone, the older children told me that they went with you 
to the station. Oh, I should so have liked to go too, but as I 
am only seven years old, no one told me about it, and mamma 
always puts me to bed at eight o’clock, winter and summer. 


Monday our vacation came to an end, and my teacher told me 
that he is pleased with me. He says that I now work better. I have 
to, since I go to Holy Communion every morning. Yet I do not 
know all my lessons and still make mistakes in spelling. But I will 
be more careful that you may see my progress, and will endeavor 
to be a good member of the League. 

Dear Father, our Lord will bless me if I love Him very much, 
will He not? I love Jesus with all my heart and I tell Him so every 
day. Since you went away I did not receive Holy Communion on 
one day, but pardon me, dear Father, it was not my fault. I went 
early enough to church, but there was no Mass. There was a funeral, 
and no one paid any attention to me because I am still little. 

Hans, my bigger brother, is now, as I am, in the first section 
of the League. I got him to enter and I am very glad of it, for | 
know the Child Jesus is pleased if many children go to Holy Com- 
munion every day. I am hardly ever naughty anymore at home, 
but Papa is sometimes angry with me because I rise from the table 
too often without permission and because I quarrel with Ottilie. 
They intended whipping me, but they did not do it and I hope they 
won’t. Peter. 


His Upright and Pious Heart 


Dear Father: April 

I am very glad to write you and tell you that I always love our 
Blessed Lord and His holy Mother. But I do not know if they love 
me too, for I still have many faults. Mamma wants me to tell you 
that I do not always obey when they tell me to let Ottilie alone and 
not to quarrel with her. Once we even hit each other a little, but 
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this I will never do again. I promise you this, dear Father. I am 
lazy as a dormouse and I often make a long face when I have to 
study declensions. I sometimes contradict our school-mistress, and 
I am willful when I have to eat soup or fish. These are all my 
faults, but I will strive earnestly to better myself so that the Child 
Jesus will rejoice when He sees me going to Holy Communion 
every morning. 

I have learned the morning offering by heart. I pray it when 
I awake, so that the whole day may be spent for the Sacred Heart 
and for the poor souls. At Mass I pray a whole Rosary. The 
first decade I say for the Apostleship of Prayer; the second for the 
Pope; the third for papa; the fourth for mamma; and the fifth for 
Hans, Ottilie and myself. After each mystery I say the little prayer 
mamma taught me: “Little Child Jesus, make me good and sensible; 
guard and bless papa, mamma, Hans, Ottilie, and all of us. Peter. 


P.S. Every day more children ask to join our League. I have 
all their names in my book. Ten go to Holy Communion daily; 
eight, twice a week; and thirty, each Sunday. No one has lost his 
badge. But then I always gather them up after Mass. I embrace 
you with all my heart. Your little secretary, 

Peter D’Airelle 


The Little Apostle in the Family 
Dear Father: May, 1912 


Grandmother was very angry with me because I go to Holy 
Communion daily and she does not do so, though she is older than 
I. She said to me: “You are not good enough yet.” I answered 
her as you told me: “Dear Grandmother, I do not go to Holy Com- 
munion because I am already good, but I go that I may grow better. 
and I promise you to make greater efforts to be good.” Now she 
lets me alone. 

In the morning I get up all by myself. Hans helps me to put 
on my shoes. Then we go to Mass. We make no noise in going 
downstairs, so that papa does not wake up. I always tell papa to 
go to Holy Communion at Easter, but he never will and never prays. 
But I ask our Lord every morning to convert him. When I am 
quite alone I often cry because I fear to go to heaven without papa. 
For you told us once that everyone who does not receive our Lord 
at Easter commits a mortal sin and is a scandal to others. I told 
this to papa, but he ordered me to hold my tongue. Dear Father. 
pray for him. 

I embrace you. Peter. 





j 
i 
i 
| 
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June, 1912 

Papa said at dinner: “Jesus Christ is not God. He is only man 
as we are.” I cried then and said. “No, no, He is God; the mission- 
ary said so.” Hans said so too. Then Ottilie sprang from her chair, 
waved her hands in the air and cried: “He is God! He is God! 
The priest said so!” Dear Father, pray very much for my papa and 
tell me some books that he may read in order to believe again. You 
told us often not only to preach to our parents by a good example, 
but also to pray for them and bring sacrifices for them. Therefore 
I say the Rosary every night, and after each mystery I add: “Dear 
Child Jesus, please convert papa.” When I get some candy or 
cookies, I give half to the poor who come on Saturday and ask them 
to pray for papa’s conversion. 

Your Little Peter. 

Good news, Father! Mamma now goes to Holy Communion every 
day as I do. Because she went only on Sundays I said to her: 
“Mamma, why don’t you go to Holy Communion every day to convert 
papa?” She hugged me but did not answer. The next day she 
started to go daily with Hans and me. How glad I am! Surely 


we shall convert papa. Peter. 
To be continued. 





Consoling Thoughts about Purgatory 


CCORDING to the views of St. Francis de Sales, says 
the bishop of Belley, the thought of purgatory is far 
more adapted to inspire us with consolation than with 
fear. The majority of those who have such a great 
fear of purgatory have their own advantage and their 
own self-love in view much more than the honor of God. The reason 
for this, however, is the fact that the preachers in the pulpit usually 
speak only of the punishments of this place and not of the bliss 
and peace which the souls enjoy there. 

It is true, the pains are so great that the severest pains of this 
life cannot be compared with them, but also the interior bliss is of 
such a nature that no happiness or joy of this world can be compared 
with it. 

1. The souls in purgatory are constantly united with God. 

2. Their will is wholly subjected to His holy will, or rather, 
their will is so entirely transformed into the will of God that they 
can will only what God wills; so that, even if heaven were open for 
them they would rather plunge themselves into the abyss of hell than 
to appear before God with stains on their souls. 
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3. They endure their purgatory willingly, out of love of God, 
because it pleases Him. It is true, the souls in purgatory are there 
on account of their sins, sins which they have detested and detest 
above everything; but they gladly endure the punishment and the 
humiliation which they suffer for them by being detained in this place 
and being for a time deprived of the blissful love of paradise; nor 
do they cease to praise the Divine justice: “Thou art just, O Lord, 
and Thy judgment is right” (Ps. cxviii. 137). 

4. They want to be there in a way that pleases God and as 
long as He wills. 

5. They cannot sin, cannot harbor the least impatience, nor 
commit the least fault. 

6. They love God more than themselves, above everything, with 
a perfectly pure and disinterested love. 

7. They are consoled by the angels. 

8. They are assured of their salvation with an assurance which 
shall never be confounded. 

9. Their bitterest bitterness is in the profoundest peace. 

10. If the fire of purgatory is a sort of hell with regard to the 
pains, it is a heaven with regard to the sweetness which love pours 
forth in their hearts, a love which is stronger than death and mightier 
than hell. 

11. This blessed condition is much more to be desired than 
feared, because it insures our complete happiness, which consists in 
seeing and loving God and in this vision and love to praise and 
honor Him for all eternity. 

If this be true, some will say, why are the souls in purgatory 
so urgently recommended to our prayers? 

Because the condition of these souls, regardless of these advan- 
tages, is very painful and worthy of our sympathy, and in addition, 
the honor which they may render to God in heaven is thereby delayed. 
These two reasons should urge us to obtain for them a speedy 
release by prayer, fasting, alms and all possible good works, 
especially by the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 





Conception College and Academy 
Conception, Missouri 


A classical High School and College conducted by the 
Benedictine Fathers. Special attention given to young men of 
moderate means who wish to prepare for the holy Priesthood. 

For catalog apply to the Rev. Rector. 
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‘“‘Even if it Took My Last Dollar’’ 





A lady who had canceled her subscription to “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” because she felt she could not afford to renew, wrote 
us recently: “I have been a subscriber to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ 
up to March, 1930, when my subscription expired, and not having 
the money to renew my subscription, I had to wait until today to 
do so. I have missed reading ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ more than 
I can put into words, and I am very happy once more to be able to 
send my money for the renewal of so precious a treasure.” 

During these times of financial depression, others may feel as 
this lady did; but we wish to assure you that if you have not the 
money at the time your subscription expires, if you will write us a 
few lines telling us of your inability to send the renewal fee we 
will gladly continue sending you the magazine until such time as 
you are able to do so. 

In these days of unbelief and free-thinking, Catholics have great 
need of instruction in the truths of their religion in order to with- 
stand the attacks which are constantly directed against ‘the Church 
and her doctrines. It is necessary, too, that they receive an insight 
into the more important questions of the day from a Catholic view- 
point, because the secular papers often misrepresent them, either 
through prejudice or through lack of knowledge of the facts.: Further- 
more, they have need of consoling and edifying literature to comfort 
them in their trials and teach them how to gain merit through suf- 
ferings. Our readers have assured us again and again that they have 
derived just such instruction and consolation through the reading of 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” and many of them aver that they would 
rather give up everything else than to part with this magazine. 

A lady from Ohio wrote us just recently, when sending her re- 
newal: “I would not give up having that book, even if it took my last 
dollar.” 

A Washington subscriber wrote: “‘Come what may, I will not drop 
‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ even if you must wait over-time. This 
wonderful magazine just seems to help me keep up my courage in this 
very hard struggle, which is getting worse all the time.” 

From Pittsburgh, Pa., a gentleman wrote: “I am enclosing $2.00 
for the renewal of my subscription to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ for 
two years. Times are indeed hard, worse than I have known them 
since I am in this country, but I do not wish to begin to save with 
‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ because it is a good periodical and I 
should like to read it is long as I live. I would rather begin saving 
with something else.” 


Minnesota: “I have received ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ and 
how I love it! I was feeling so ill and blue today, but when my 
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magazine arrived, it made me feel better and encouraged. I hope [I 
can always take it.’’ 


Michigan: “I dearly love your beautiful little magazine — more 
than any other paper or magazine I have ever subscribed for. Each 
and every line of it is so thoroughly devotional and does one’s soul 
so very much good. Also the beautiful holy pictures it contains are 
so deeply touching and devotional.”’ 


New York: “As to your magazine, you may be assured it does 
more good than you will ever hear about in this world. I, for one, 
have received through it the wonderful grace from God to have more 
love for the poor souls, and through them I receive many favors, for 
which I can never be grateful enough. So I will always want my 
name on your subscription list as long as I live.’’ 


A good Catholic paper or magazine is not a luxury in a home: 
on the contrary, it is an absolute necessity. It furnishes food for the 
mind, which is just as essential as food for the body. Moreover, by 
subscribing to a Catholic magazine you are fulfilling a duty which is 
binding on every Catholic. The saintly Pope Pius 1X, whose cause 
for beatification’ has been introduced, wrote: “It is the holy duty of 
every Catholic to support the Catholic Press and to promote it among 
the people. The good press is a work of the greatest importance and 
of greatest merit.” And our own gloriously reigning Pontiff, Pope 
Pius XI expressed himself similarly: “In supporting the Catholic press, 
you are helping to defend the Faith, to maintain Catholic rights, and 
to stem the tide of materialism and infidelity.” 

Therefore, dear reader, we hope you will cling to “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory,” and that you will not hesitate to write us if at the 
present time you are financially unable to renew your subscription so 
that we may continue to send it to you, in order that you may not be 
deprived of your spiritual food and consolation when you have most 
need of it. Then you will not experience what one of our Eastern 
subscribers writes: “For years I received your magazine regularly, but 
since I let my subscription lapse, I feel I have become bankrupt 
spiritually.” 

Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Contents — February, 1932 


The Feast of the Purification — Candlemas Day at the Vatican — 
Jesus in the Holy Eucharist -Our Hope — Good Will — “The Golden 
Opportunity” — ‘“‘The Wisest of All Investments’ — The Holy Seasoi 
of Lent — Little Peter— Consoling Thoughts about Purgatory — 
“Even if it Took My Last Dollar.”’ 





Lent, 1932 


(Postage extra on all booklets) 


Devotion to the Holy Wounds 
As communicated to Sr. M. Martha Chambon, an Italian Visitation 
Nun (1844-1907). Touching recommendations to practice this 
devotion; eight consoling promises. Contains the Way of the 
Cross and other prayers in honor of the Passion. 10¢ each 


The Message from Konnersreuth 
A witness of Theresa Neumann’s Passion ecstasies vividly describes 
her sufferings and relates other interesting details concerning the 
stigmatic, interspersed with salutary reflections. Prayers. From 
Canada: ‘‘Will you kindly send me 100 copies of ‘The Message...’ 
This booklet is an excellent and worthy stimulus to our holy 
Faith, and I desire to distribute it among my people.’”’ 10¢ each 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix (in Limpias, Spain) 
Brief history of the Crucifix, accounts of marvelous manifestations 
by competent witnesses. From Michigan: “I just finished reading 
your interesting booklet, ‘Wonders...’ It is very soul-stirring 
and I hope devotion to the Passion of Christ will thereby increase 
rapidly.”” 10¢ each 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Touching prayers and reflections on our Savior’s Passion, follow- 
ing in sequence from the Agony to the death on the Cross. Excel- 
lent for Lenten devotions. 5¢ each 


Devotion to the Holy Face 

Meditations on the Sacred Countenance of our Savior in all the 
stages of His life, in His glory, in the Blessed Sacrament; promises 
in favor of those who venerate the Holy Face; examples from the 
saints; many beautiful prayers. From Washington: “I have had 
so many people come to me in church and ask me where to get 
the booklet on the Holy Face. It seems to draw everyone to our 
Lord. I have given out many...” 5¢ each 


Devotion to the Precious Blood 

An effective means of honoring the Heavenly Father, of obtaining 
graces for ourselves and relief for the poor souls. Ceylon: ‘‘I was 
particularly pleased with the booklet on devotion to the Precious 
Blood, in which are gathered all the sublime sentiments and pious 
phrases of the saints and fathers of the Church. The practices 
recommended therein are simple and easy, though rich in grace 
and merit.” 5¢ each 


Devotions to the Sorrowful Mother 


The Sorrows of Mary should be an object of our deepest compas- 
sion. This little treatise presents many sorrowful aspects of her 
Dolors and the salutary effects which this devotion produces in 
souls. Litany and other prayers. 5¢ each 


Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
An artistic 16-page map, containing four inspiring views of the 
Limpias Crucifix, together with a brief history of this famous Crucifix, 
reflections on the Passion of our Lord, and a number of touching 
prayers. Size: 44%x7%4 in. Printed on fine art paper. Price 20¢ 
(When ordering, kindly mention No. 16.) 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Rosaries 


When remittance accompanies the order, rosaries will be blessed with the 
Bridgetine, Dominican, Crosier and Papal indulgences. 


A strong rosary, light to carry. Medium large beads made of 
Irish Horn with cross and center connection of horn, on 
steel chain. Length 21 in. 

Medium oval cocoa beads on securely fastened silver-plated 
chain, with nickel-bound cross. Length 18 in. 

Oval Mother of pearl beads on white metal chain. An attractive 
pair of beads, suitable for any occasion. Length 17 in., with 
a 1% in. cross 

Cocoa beads on strong steel chain with nickel-bound cross. 
Without chain between beads, 40¢. Smaller beads with one 
link between beads. Length 19 in. and a 1% in. nickel- 
bound cross 


Oval cocoa beads, a handy size which pleases all. Length 17 in. 


Special Hand-made Rosaries, Very Strong and Durable 
Imitation of precious stone beads on heavy sterling silver chain 
with sterling silver cross and center connection. Colors: 
light blue, light pink or light green. Or: Imitation Mother 
of pearl beads, colors: pink, agate or cream .................... z 
Imitation of precious stone beads on lighter sterling silver chain, 
colors: light blue, light pink or light green. Or: Imitation 
Mother of pearl beads, on lighter chain, colo-s: pink, agate 
or cream 
Oval cocoa beads on heavy German-silver chain with 2 in. ebony 
erucifix —_ ‘ihe bahia 
Round cocoa beads on German-silver chain. Length 19 in. 
With chain between beads. Length 23 in., with 2 in. crucifix 


For Lenten Devotions 


The holy Cross is the sign of salvation. It is an edifying custom 
to have a Crucifix in every room. If you have no Crucifixes in your 
home, send for some during this holy season of Lent. 

Standing Crucifix, Calvary base, made of dark rosewood, inlaid 
with brass strips and mounted with a finely modelled bronze 
corpus. Crucifix may be taken out of the base and used 
8 
°3% in. Metal 
corpus in bronze finish. 12 in. size $2.25 8 in. si 
Real Ebony Crucifixes, Oxidized corpus, hanging 

Beveled edges ........ TY 1.50 

Plain edges 3 in. 35 4% in. 60¢ 6 in. 90¢ 4 in. 1.50 
Nickel-bound Crucifixes 2 in. 15¢ 4 in. 40¢ 5 in. .50 

hanging 6 in. 75¢ 7 in. $1.00 10 in. $2.00 


When remittance accompanies order, Crucifixes will be enriched with the 
Papal indulgences, the indulgences of the Stations and of the dying. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








